
 We have had a tremendous start to our year, and the weather is now 

more conducive to staying inside and working on your artistic projects. I 

know that great things have been made in NTGM workshops, so letôs re-

member to bring in your work (finished or not) to share with others at the 

next meeting. 

 While we are working out Whistlestop, we still need volunteers for 

Seminar Day and Programs for next year. We have several leads already 

for 2015-2016, so it will be easier, AND we have had several years of well-

organized Program Chairs running things, so there are great systems in 

place. Please consider volunteering in some way. 
 

Happy Halloween, 
 

Debra Gash 

MEETING & WORKSHOP INFORMATION  

TIMES: 

Ý Flea Market, Library, and socializing start 

about 9:30  

Ý Formal meeting starts at 10:00 

Ý Lecture presentation starts after Formal 

Meeting 

Ý Workshop Hours on Tuesday: 12:30 to 

3:30 

Ý Workshop Hours on Wednesday:  9:30 

to 3:30  

Ý Even with the heat all the way up, the 

hall is chilly. Wear warm clothes for the 

winter programs 
 

LOCATION:  

St. Stephenôs Episcopal Church 

5500 N. Adams Rd.  

Troy MI 48098  

  

¶ The church is on the east side of 

Adams 

¶ South of the Square Lake exit off I

-75 and  

¶ North of Long Lake Rd 

¶ It is right across from Westview 

Rd.  

¶ On the west side of the road. I will 

try to have a sign up for you. 

¶ There is plenty of parking, and our 

direct entrance is toward the rear 

of the church. It is a slightly longer 

walk if you enter at the rear, but 

there are no steps. If you go in the 

front door, the church office is to 

the right, and they can direct you 
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From the President:  

NTGM (Needlework & Textile Guild of Michigan)  
MISSION STATEMENT :  The purpose shal l  be to foster the art  of  
needlework, wi th special  emphasis on work done wi th a needle with 
an eye & related discipl ines, wi th an eye to encourage high 
standards of  design & technique & to br ing together members who 
shal l  learn, share, teach & partic ipate to the fu llest  extent  in this 

endeavor.  
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NOVEMBER 11 & 12th PROGRAM  

PROGRAM CHANGE:  DVD Presentation Cancelled  

 

NEW PRESENTATION:  Fiber: Sculpture 1960 ïpresent  

PRESENTER:   Arlene Lullove  

 

We are fortunate to have Arlene Lullove willing and eager to present information about the Fiber: 

Sculpture 1960 ïpresent  showing at  The Institute of Contemporary Art/ Boston. She has a way to 

access videos of the artists from the show, so she can share that with us. In addition, Arlene has 

new and interesting techniques that she learned and will discuss.  

 

 The show is still showing at the Institute of Contemporary Art/Boston and their website is  http://

www.icaboston.org/exhibitions/exhibit/fiber/ 

 

 

-  -DVD available in NTGM Library - - 

 

DVD Presentation:  The Fiber Artists Guide to Color with Laura Militzer Bryant  

 

Laura Bryant, founder and creative force behind Prism Yarns; Master dyer, colorist 

extraordinaire, artist and artisan, passionate teacher, author-- these are a few of the 

colors that run through the skein that is her life. 
 

Laura M. Bryant is a knitter and a weaver with a degree from the University of 

Michiganôs School of Art and Design.  She founded Prism yarns over 26 years ago 

and still hand dyes all the yarns they sell.  Laura frequently teaches classes in color 

technique and this video brings together the best of those classes. 
 

Some of the topics covered are how to sort colors and see the relationships be-

tween them, how to bring out the best in variegated yarns, and how to sort your 

stash to choose optimal color combinations.  You will also learn what the Fibonacci 

series really means and how to use it in your own work. 

ĂSome beautiful things are more dazzling when 

they are still imperfect than when they have been too perfectly crafted." 
 

- La Rochefoucauld,  Collected Maxims and Other Reflections 

http://www.icaboston.org/exhibitions/exhibit/fiber/
http://www.icaboston.org/exhibitions/exhibit/fiber/
http://happiness-project.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4bb6f56200fe4fe93f580bf3&id=ce58140ccb&e=6af83a68e8
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WORKSHOP: SMITTEN MITTENS 

PRESENTER:   SUE BAETENS  

   sbluetopaz@sbcglobal.net  
  

I am a married woman with a sidekick: wool . Wool and I have had many ad-

ventures together over the years. In our ñgetting to know you phase,ò I made 

a wool plaid suit. We actually became friends discovering the properties of 

this relationship.  During that time I was attending college and working for my 

B.A. in Clothing, Textiles and Design.  My lined suit was constructed for 

classes in pattern design and construction techniques.  The plaid matched 

perfectly, I might add, and served as a start to a wonky obsession with plaids 

for the next forty years! 

 My relationship with wool continued on a respect filled path until I re-

discovered felted wool. All of a sudden, felted wool found my radar creating 

new ideas with nuno felt, felting machines, and recycled wool!!! Oh boy, a new learning curve with a favorite 

friend! In the last ten years, I have carried my relationship to the next level and have fallen in love with all 

things wool! Now it is bordering an obsession, but one that is shared by many. 

 Since we are now an ñitem,ò I have chosen a name for my beloved fiber. Woolsey.  My favorite Woolsey 

started out as a sweater and was recycled into a workable, felted wool. Woolsey and I have made quite and 

inventory of coats, jackets, purses, scarves, headbands and of course mittens!  I want to share my adven-

tures of Woolseyôs adaptable properties in a variety of ways. Felted Woolsey loves to play ñdress-upò and 

make new friends. Woolsey is also very forgiving and loves to be transformed into new shapes to begin a 

brand new phase of usefulness and fun! 

 I have had the opportunity to share my Woolsey creations at various craft shows, as gifts, and with others 

interested in playing with and embellishing felted wool from sweaters. 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 11 & 12th PROGRAM  
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Description:  

 Create personalized and unique, felted wool mittens, which can be lined. You will receive a number of 

patterns to use and an óideaô inspiration file. This file includes photos of mitten embellishments for stimulating 

your creativity and a description of the technique used. 

 Bring felted wool sweaters and/or material for the mittens. For the lining, Sue suggests medium weight 

fabric (re-purposed T-shirts are ideal).  If desired, mitten kits will be available for purchase. Each kit includes 

felted wool and lining fabric. Price will vary slightly depending on the type of material in the kit. 

 On the first day , the instructor will show sample mittens, demonstrate techniques and show different 

embellishments. You will choose a size and pattern style, cut out your mittens and lining, and organize your-

self.  

 On the second day , you need to bring a sewing machine, IP Kit and any embellishments and trims 

youôve gathered. The instructor will demonstrate the mitten and lining sewing techniques. You will complete at 

least one pair of mittens. 
 

Workshop Kit:   

¶ November kit fee of $10 includes mitten patterns with directions and pictures for the embellishment tech-

niques. 

¶ In addition  optional kits will be available to purchase. These optional kits will have enough felted wool for 

the mitten outers and fabric for the lining to make one complete pair.   
 

What materials will participants need to bring with them for use in the workshop?  

¶ If you have a stash of felted sweaters you would like to use, please bring them to the workshop.   

¶ Sue recommends a medium weight knit fabric for lining the mittens and 

repurposed T-shirts are ideal for this  

NOVEMBER 11 & 12th PROGRAM  

Workshop Fee :  $55 

Workshop Kit Fee :  $10 


